
MARCH 20 - 21, 2025

MARCH 20, 2025

9:15 - 9:45 AM
THE LATEST IN A RAPIDLY CHANGING M&A MARKET FOR BEHAVIORAL HEALTH
Dexter Braff, President, The Braff Group 

9:45 - 10:15 AM
REDEFINING BEHAVIORAL HEALTH: THE PATH TO VALUE-DRIVEN, PATIENT-CENTERED CARE 

Ujjwal Ramtekkar, CMO, LifeStance Health

Amy Ayrault, President, Evernorth Behavioral Care Group

Doug Henry, Vice President and Medical Director of Enterprise Behavioral Health at Highmark Health 

Stephanie Eken, Chief Medical Officer, Acadia

10:15 - 11 AM
NETWORKING BREAK

11 – 11:30 AM

The Next Evolution of Augmented 
Intelligence in Behavioral Health: 
Practical Strategies for Clinical, 
Financial, and Operational Success - 
Sponsored By NextGen

Javier Favela, VP Market & Segment 
Leader, NextGen Healthcare 

Nick Maynard, VP of Sales, NextGen 
Healthcare 

Navigating the Policy Maze: 
Federal and State Regulatory 
Shifts Reshaping Behavioral Health 
Investment - Sponsored by DLA Piper

Darren Patz, Esq., Partner, 
Government Affairs and Public 
Policy, DLA Piper 

Krista Boe, Chief Clinical & 
Compliance Officer, Acorn Health 

Hanna Rue, Chief Clinical Officer for 
LEARN Behavioral

Bridging the Gap: Implementing 
Measurement-Based Care and 
Value-Based Care in Practice - 
Sponsored by Greenspace Health

Jeremy Weisz, Co-Founder & CEO, 
Greenspace Health

Dr. James Teems, Director of 
Compliance and Quality Assurance, 
Mindful Support Services

Stephen Oshyn, VP of Growth and 

Strategy, Mindful Support Services

TRACK A TRACK B TRACK C

11:30 - 12 PM

Contracting for Value: How to 
Actually Build Payer Relationships 
in a Value-Based World  

Aaron Simon; Head of Managed 
Care, Geode Health 

Andrew DiGiacomo; Director 
National Network Strategy, 
Innovation and Provider Experience, 
Evernorth

Diego Garza; SVP of Strategy, 
Mindpath Health 

CCBHCs as a Blueprint for 
Alternative Payment Models

Stacy DiStefano; CEO, Consulting 	
for Human Services

CJ Davis; CEO, Brightli 

James Button; CEO, Citizen 
Advocates 

 

Making Sense of Mental Health Parity

Brett Hart; VP of Behavioral Health 
and Mental Health Parity, Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of Minnesota

TRACK A TRACK B TRACK C
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12:00 - 1 PM
LUNCH & NETWORKING

1 – 1:30 PM

Legal Strategies for Protecting 
Your Revenue: Fighting Denials and 
Making Payments Recoupment-
Proof in a Value-Based World and 
Beyond - Sponsored by Polsinelli

Bragg Hemme, Behavioral Health 
Co-Chair, Polsinelli  

Ross Burris, Shareholder, Polsinelli 

Winning with Simplicity: How a 
Unified Tech Stack Prepares You 
for Value-Based Care - Sponsored 
by Sunwave 

Michael Frisbie, Chief Growth 
Officer, Sandstone Care  

Melissa McCarthy, Co-Founder / 
Managing Partner, The Reprieve 

Lindsay Beezley, Director of 
Solutions Engineering, Sunwave

Show Me the Money: Why 
Documentation is Your Best Revenue 
Strategy - Sponsored by Hansei

Patrick Dunn, Chief Strategy Officer 
Hansei 

Linda Shulman, Director of Payor 
Relations & Advocacy, Hansei 

TRACK A TRACK B TRACK C

1:30 - 2 PM

Saying Goodbye to FFS: Pay-for-
Performance, Capitation, Bundled 
Payments and More   

Brian Holzer, CEO, Aware 
Recovery Care

Jenny Welling-Palmer, Chief 
Strategy Officer, Thriveworks 

Dr. Manjola Van Alphen, Chief 
Medical Officer, Author Health

Why Paying for Youth Mental 
Health Services Needs an Overhaul

Dr. Mona Potter, Chief Medical Officer 
and Co-Founder, InStride Health

Alex Mercier, Vice President 
of Strategy & Operations, 
Transformations Care Network

Dr. Amy Milewski, Vice President 
of Clinical Partnerships and 
Associate, CMO for Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of Michigan

Leveraging Data for Value-Based 
Care in Autism: An Inside Look into 
the National Autism Data Registry  

Brian R. Lopez, Director of 
Psychology & Research/Founder, 
JumpStart Autism Center 

Derek Bullard, Chief Executive 
Officer, Already Autism Health

Darren Sush, PsyD, BCBA-D, 
Head of Autism and Psychology, 
Evernorth/Cigna Group 

Melissa Sallustio, BCBA - 
Vice President of Product and 
Compliance, Jade Health

TRACK A TRACK B TRACK C

2 - 3 PM
NETWORKING BREAK

3 - 3:30 PM

Building an Agile Approach to Value-Based Care 
and Population Health Management - Sponsored by 
Netsmart

Lauren Moyer, Executive VP of Clinical Innovation, 
Compass Health Network

Scott Green, Senior Vice President & Managing Director, 
CareDimensions

Julie Hiett, Vice President & General Manager, Population 
Health, Netsmart 

Partnering for Excellence: Transforming SUD 
Treatment through Value-Based Care - Sponsored by 
Carrumm Health

Christoph Dankert, Chief Network Officer, Carrum Health 

Joanna Conti, CEO, Vista Research Group 

Shannie Smith, Chief Growth Officer, Meadows 
Behavioral Healthcare

TRACK A TRACK B
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3:30 - 4 PM

Building the Infrastructure for 
Value-Based Care

Steve Mihalacki, Vice President, 
Network Analytics, Magellan Health 

Dan Ferris, Chief Growth Officer, 
LifeStance

Shannon Werb, CEO Array 
Behavioral Health

Medicaid’s Value-Based Care 
Evolution: Transforming Behavioral 
Health at Scale

Dr. Amit Parikh, Chief Medical 
Officer, Brave Health 

Brandon K. Fisher, Chief Strategy 
Officer, Merakey 

Dr. Eric Arzubi, Cofounder, Frontier 
Psychiatry 

Value-Based Care Strategies for 
SUD Organizations

Brett Cohen, CEO, Recovery Centers 
of America

Kate Appleman, Executive Vice 
President, Caron Treatment Centers 

Melanie Adkins, Vice President of 
Payer Contracting, Centerstone

TRACK A TRACK B TRACK C

MARCH 21, 2025

8 - 9 AM
BHB+ BREAKFAST

9:15 - 9:45 AM
REDEFINING BEHAVIORAL HEALTH: THE PATH TO VALUE-DRIVEN, PATIENT-CENTERED CARE 

Caitlin Donovan, Partner, General Catalyst

9:45 - 10 AM
NETWORKING BREAK

10 - 10:30 AM

Regulatory Changes and Policy 
Updates Shaping Value-Based 
Behavioral Health Care  

Chris Santarsiero, Vice President 
of Government Affairs, Connections 
Health Solutions

Daniel Patten, Partner, Holland & Knight

Peter Delia, Manager, Federal Policy at 
National Council for Mental Wellbeing

Moderator: Laura Lovett

Scaling Behavioral Health 
Companies via Value-Based Care

Danish Munir, Founding Partner, 
GreyMatter 

Cesar Herrera, Co-Founder and 
CEO, Yuvo   

Keith Florance, Co-Founder and 
CEO, Era  

 

Increasing Access: Identifying De 
Novo Opportunities in the SUD Market

Chessa Pike, Senior Associate, 
National Behavioral Health Advisory 
Group, CBRE 

Ken Brown, Senior Vice President, 
National Behavioral Health Advisory 
Group, CBRE 

Yasmin Vellani, MBA, MSN, LNFA, 
RN; Vice President of Outpatient 

Division, Bradford Health

TRACK A TRACK B TRACK C


